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A MEETING OF STRETTON PARISH COUNCIL 
WAS HELD ON TUESDAY 5th NOVEMBER 2019 AT 7.00PM  

IN THE PRIORY CENTRE, CHURCH ROAD, STRETTON 
  
The following members of the Council were present: 

Mr J McKiernan Chair 
Mrs K Winson 
Mrs E Pritchard 
Mr S J Campion 
Mrs C Hodson-Walker 
Mr G Lamb 
Mr P Davies 
Mr P Scanlan 
Mr M Goode 

Vice Chair 

      
Also present were the clerk, SCC Cllrs B Peters and R Clarke and a member of the public. 
  

1. 
1920-106 

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME AND PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS 
One member of the public informed of concerns and problems that have been experienced by 
residents of Jordan Avenue from the Cadent gas works. 
 

2. 
1920-107 

APOLOGIES  
Apologies were received from Cllrs Williams and Tilley and ESBC Cllr Andjelkovic. 
 

3. 
1920-108 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE MEETING TUESDAY 1st OCTOBER 2019 
The previously circulated minutes were approved and signed as a true and accurate record 
following a proposal by Cllr Campion, seconded by Cllr Pritchard with all present in favour.  
 
Cllr Winson advised that she had objected to the funding of floodlighting at St Mary’s Church 
due to the trees being very overgrown and obscuring the view of the lit church. 
 

4. 
1920-109 
 

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS ON AGENDA ITEMS 
There were none advised. 

5. MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 
1920-110 REMEMBERANCE SERVICES 

The Chair reminded that Cllr Hodson-Walker and himself would be attending the service at 
the Methodist Church before joining the service at the Memorial; and that Cllr Goode would 
attend the service at St Mary’s Church. 
 

1920-111 The Chair and Cllr Campion updated on the meeting that had been held with the Partners of 
Trent Meadows Surgery.  The surgery have advised that the closure of Stretton on Tuesday 
afternoons is a permanent decision but the closures on Wednesday and Thursday afternoons 
will be temporary.   The surgery advised that there are a shortage of GP’s and no locum GPs 
available at this time.   The Partners also felt that the Branston surgery, which is a new and up 
to date facility, is preferred by many patients and that the facility at Stretton is outdated. 
 
The Chair advised that those Stretton patients who are able to get to Branston for 
appointments/treatments should do so, enabling those who are not able to easily get to 
Branston to have the slots at Stretton.  The surgery will be offering telephone and video 
consultations; and recruiting specialised nursing staff to take on prescribing and other roles. 
 
Cllr Lamb advised that he had spoken with the CCG and they were of the opinion that the 
Wednesday and Thursday closures are temporary; and that at a commissioning group 
meeting closing of surgery hours and reducing services is being discussed. 
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Cllr Davies commented that travelling to from Stretton for appointments and treatment is 
against the object of sustainability. 
 
It was agreed that representation of the Parish Council concerns should be made to NHS 
England and also to the MP following the election. 
 

6. 
1920-112 

COUNCILLOR M GOODE  
Cllr Goode advised that Friday 8th May 2020 will be a bank holiday and national 
commemoration for the 75th anniversary of VE day and enquired what could be done in 
Stretton to mark the occasion.   Cllr Prichard suggested having an afternoon tea event with 
pupils from William Shrewsbury Primary School singing. 
 
Cllr Goode advised that he would like to revamp the Stretton remembrance book for 1939 to 
1946 and also change the format; and requested funding for printing of approximately £1000. 
 
Cllr Goode informed that during his research he had found a gentleman called Harry 
Smeaton from Beech Lane who had fought in WW1 and was part of the Home Guard in the 
early years of WW2 but passed away from illness in 1940.   Mr Smeaton is buried in the 
churchyard but his grave is not known.  Cllr Goode asked for Parish Council support in 
having his name added to the Lych Gate and the memorial. 
 
Cllr Goode left the meeting. 
 
Discussion took place with regard to VE Day commemoration and it was agreed that Cllr 
Goode should set up a working party including community members to look at options. 
 
Cllr Pritchard advised of a local publisher who may be able to help with the book and how 
the printing could be funded.   Cllr Pritchard to discuss with Cllr Goode. 
 
Cllrs discussed the inclusion of Mr Smeaton to the Memorial and it was felt that firstly 
discussions with the Church should be held to see if they would be willing to add the name to 
the Lych Gate; as the gentleman had not fallen in war or as a result of a war – which is the 
dedication on the memorial 
 
Cllr Goode returned to the meeting. 
 

7. 
1920-113 

CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED 
The following items of correspondence have been received from the sources shown and 
actioned as indicated.  All items were available for inspection by councillors. 
 

i. Environmt Agency– 
Dovecliff Weir Removal 

A copy of the information had been circulated prior to the meeting 
and was noted. 

ii. Resident – Dog Specific 
Areas 

A copy of the email had been circulated prior to the meeting. 
Following discussion it was agreed to contact Barton Under 
Needwood Parish Council to obtain more information.  Concern was 
expressed regarding liability if there were a dog fight or accident in 
the specific area. 

iii. Resident – Bus Shelter 
Request 

A copy of the email had been circulated prior to the meeting.  It was 
suggested that one of the redundant shelters be moved.  The Clerk to 
contact the supplier to ascertain if this was possible and also obtain 
permission from SCC Highways.  

iv. Resident – Complaint 
Email 

A copy of the complaint had been circulated prior to the meeting.  It 
was agreed to forward the complaint regarding the street lights and 
Claypits to the relevant bodies and advise the resident of the 
Speedwatch Initiative. 
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8. COMMITTEE REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
1920-114 Priory Centre Management Committee 

Cllr Winson advised that the new boilers had now been installed and was happy with the 
installation; and that the signatories at the bank had now been amended.  
 
The meeting was advised that the laptop and printer had been purchased for the Centre 
Manager and that installation and training of the booking software has been undertaken. 
 

1920-115 Open Space Committee 
There were no items to report to the meeting. 
 

9. 
 

REPORTS BY STAFFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCILLOR, EAST STAFFORDSHIRE 
BOROUGH COUNCILLORS AND STAFFORDSHIRE POLICE 

1920-116 The Clerk circulated crime information from Staffordshire Police to the meeting. 
 
SCC Cllr Peters advised 

• Expecting to get dates of the programme of remedial highway work to the Claymills 
junction very soon. 

• That the developer had made some changes to the drains from St Mary’s Drive new 
development, but it was felt that the existing drains and gulleys were not adequare to 
take the water from the new development and need to be increased in size.  Cllr 
Winson advised that flooding was still evident. 

 
SCC Cllr Clarke : 

• Advised that ownership of the trees at The Evergreens had been established as SCC 
and that trimming back of the trees would be undertaken. 

 
ESBC Cllr Lamb advised that road issues at Athleston Way and Dovecliff Road had been 
made to SCC Highways; the road sign on Church Road had been ordered and of concerns 
raised with parking on verges at St Mary’s Drive.   SCC Cllr Peters informed that residents 
are being consulted on whether the verges should be tarmacked.  It was suggested that 
bollards be erected to prevent parking which would continue whether the verges were grass 
or tarmac. 

 
10. 
1920-117 
 

DATE TIME AND VENUE OF NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting will be Tuesday 10th December 2019 at the Priory Centre at 6.30pm. 
 

11. 
1920-118 

PLANNING APPLICATIONS AND PLANNING MATTERS 
The Clerk had circulated a register of valid planning applications with status prior to the 
meeting, for consideration and updated on the current status.   
 

12. 
1920-119 
 

FINANCE 
A copy of the payments schedule was circulated.  Following a proposal by Cllr Campion and 
seconded by Cllr Winson the following payments / receipts were unanimously approved : 

 

PAYMENTS    
BAC091019 CAMPION BROS MOWING AND DIESEL 

1232.02 

DD B T TELEPHONE AND BROADBAND 
87.46 

BAC101019 DIAL A ROD LTD REINSTATE DRAIN ON FIELD 900.00 

BAC111019 A J SMITH LAPTOP/EMERG DRAIN WORKS/POPPIES 989.98 

BAC121019 DIAL A ROD LTD EXCAVATE AND REINSTATE COLL 

DRAIN 

780.00 

BAC131019 BURTON BUILDING SVS PART COMPLETION  15519.52 

BAC141019 ALLIED WESTMINSTER PRIORY CENTRE INSURANCE ADDITION 50.74 

BAC151019 INLAND REVENUE PAYE/NI FOR AJS/CA 1140.39 

BAC161019 MRS C ALLEN SALARY/REIMBURSMENTS 
1127.88 
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BAC171019 MRS A J SMITH SALARY/REIMBURSMENTS 
2644.83 

DD PEOPLES PENSION PENSION FOR AJS/CA 
362.24 

0015890 D J COLEMAN FLOORING AT JUBILEE TOILET 
390.00 

BAC011119 J HUTSON BUS SHELTER WINDOW CLEAN / HILLF 
150.00 

BAC021119 HARDY SIGNS SIGNS  
126.00 

BAC031119 YEE REINSTATE CCTV 
143.98 

BAC041119 ST MARYS CHURCH FLOODLIGHT CONTRIBUTION 
740.00 

BAC051119 VIKING STATIONERY 
376.40 

BAC061119 RAINBOW WASTE WHEELIE BINS AND EMPTY 
262.39 

BAC071119 EON LIGHT MAINT STATION WALK 
226.72 

BAC081119 HARLOW BROS BOXING AT CHANGING ROOMS 
31.71 

BAC091119 RIALTUS BUSINESS SOLS BOOKING 

SOFTWARE/SUPPORT/TRAINING 2124.24 

BAC101119 C WINSON GEN MAINT 
2699.84 

BAC111119 G C McCULLOCH LITTERPICKING AND MAINT 
650.00 

BAC121119 HOME AND TRADE MAINT MATERIALS 
7.16 

BAC131119 PR HORTICULTURAL NEW TYRES FOR MOWER 
424.32 

BAC141119 GLASDON BIN BAGS 
408.89 

BAC151119 BURTON BUILDING SVS STEP AND COMPLETION 
900.00 

BAC161119 CAMPION BROS MOWING AND DIESEL 
348.03 

BAC171119 SDC PLUMBING & HEATING BOILERS AND HEATING REFUR PRIORY 
12.237.60 

DD BT TELEPHONE AND BROADBAND 
87.27    

 
RECEIPTS 

  

 
  STRETTON EAGLES JFC USE OF PITCH 

184.00 

  STRETTON EAGLES JFC TRAINING FEES 
528.00 

  HILLFIELD PITCH FEES - SUNDAY 225.00 

  NATWEST INTEREST 23.51 

  STRETTON EAGLES JFC USE OF PITCH 210.00 

 

 Cllrs were given copies of the budget and committed expenditure figures upto end October. 
 

13. 
1920-120 

PRECEPT CONSIDERATION 2020/2021 
The Chair asked for suggestions of projects or spend that could be included into the precept 
budget considerations for 2020/21. 
 

14. 
1920-121 

QUOTATION – NEW TRACTOR MOWERS  
The Chair advised of the quotation received for the replacement of the tractor mowers which 
are used to mow the playing fields.  It was noted that the existing mowers were over 20 years 
old and could be traded in with the contractor.   The contractor was also giving a generous 
discount on the supply.   Cllrs discussed obtaining additional quotes and it was established 
that the quotation was from a trusted agricultural merchant and it would not be possible to 
obtain another quotation that would be of an identical specification.   
 
Cllr McKiernan proposed purchasing the mowers at a cost of £16,000 less the trade in 
amount, seconded by Cllr Goode, with all present in favour. 
 

1920-121 QUOTATION - IMPROVEMENT TO BITHAM LANE COMMUNITY PARK PLAYAREA 
The Clerk circulated copies of the artwork plans for the improvements to the playarea 
equipment.    The Clerk advised that the current electroplay equipment would be removed 
and replaced with the multi-play unit and longboard; and that train track markings would be 
put onto the vacant space with the train and carriage installed.  The train could be bespoke 
with “The Jinny” printed on the side.  Cllrs discussed the proposals and it was agreed that 
Talking Flowers should be included, as these were extremely popular at the Jubilee playarea. 
The total cost, without the talking flowers, is £19895.91. 
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Cllr Winson proposed proceeding with the work and accepting the quotation from Wicksteed 
Leisure plus the Talking Flowers which was seconded by Cllr Campion. 
 
Cllr Lamb proposed that alternative quotations should be sought which was seconded by Cllr 
Scanlan.   
 
The Clerk commented that Wicksteed Leisure was the preferred supplier of play equipment 
and was very reliable in inspecting and maintaining the current equipment. 
 
A vote was taken with Cllrs Goode, McKiernan, Hodson-Walker, Davies and Pritchard in 
favour of placing the order as per the proposal by Cllr Winson and seconded by Cllr 
Campion. 
 
 
The Clerk left the meeting 
 

1920-122 ANNUAL STAFF SALARY REVIEW 
The Chair provided detailed information on the current pay levels applicable for Mrs Allen 
and Mrs Smith. 
 
Cllr Campion proposed an increase of one point to  Scale 36 of the NALC/SLCC pay scales 
for Mrs A Smith and the relevant 2% increase on the scale valid on 01.04.2020, seconded by 
Cllr Scanlan with all present in favour.   
 
Cllr Campion proposed an increase of 2% from 01.04.2020 for Mrs C Allen, seconded by Cllr 
Scanlan with all in favour. 
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